. 


“ments : 
“Bichard Widmark making his TV 
_ davon debut in the yole of the Well in the end. It did. 


; the-mysterious 
a per sonal friend and top a 


-If you present a World 
as NBC does, how do you me 


out over all others? Answer 
televise it in twvo installments. ,. 


pf ee pe ce Oh tad | high levels including | a Senale 
This is’ just what NBC and) minority whip who secks to ra ise. 
“Mniversal Studios did. On Tucs-| seandal about the President and 
day night NRC presented the con-! his missing adviser. : 
‘cluding installment: of “Vane NBC and Universal tnje cled 
ished,” produced by Universa), move theatrical razzie dsazle in 
which was billed as the first to the “Vanished” project than 
four-hour movie made for tele. #0Y other made- for TV movie 
vision. The first installment was ane expericnead, Universal paid 
“televised Monday evening, 125,000 for TV rights to the 
Be and spent more than 


“Vanished,” based on Fletcher 
“Knebel’s 1988 suspense novel of 
‘the same title, which was a best 
seller, was an unusual TV event, 
But in a way, all the planning 


Richard Widmark 


Portreys the President 


and elements that went into the 


production, covering a span of 
two years before it got on the 
TV sercen, overshadow the end 
product, the film itself, 


As a movie, “Vanished” had | 


lots ‘of suspense. It was a slick 
production and in the first half, 
suspense was piled on to the 
point of almost shattering evedi- 
bility. The last half of the show, 
of course, explained everything, 
but it took so long to reach this 
point that all the sheponre then 


seemed quite nanufactured: 
‘rather than a seceptably plausible, . 
‘Large Project 


But “Vanished” could hrardly be 
a dud. There were so many. elo- 
of «built-in. excitement: 


Jresident of the United States; y 
isappearance of 
adviser 


 fReprinte sd Foon jesiondays 


“viser; 


anny € iia dh wi ee ge eS 
aa Fd Bye BAR oO atbeaay 


: 14] eat iN nu) {i 
or Release: Foes 3: 


dats editions.) 


Premiere movie every 
uke one World Premi 


vy) 
: make it twice as Jong 


$2 million to produce the movie. 
Cooperation was obtained from 
the Department of Defense, Air 
Foree, Navy and Marine Corps. 
"the producers also had the use 
of the FPresident’s. plane, Atv 
Foree One, and a nuclear airterest 
carrier (Kitty Ilawk) in waters 
off San Diego. = 
Inipressive Gast 

In front of this girantie and 
inmipressive canvas,  excentive. 
producer David Viet or and pro-. 
ducer David J. O’Connell assein- 


bled a huge ease includine 
James Farentino as the Presi: 


dent’s press secretary; Skye An- 
brey as the secretary and play- 


mate oe ie press seerclary; 
Arthur Hill as the missing: ee 


Robert poune as the 
scheming senator; . G. Marshall 
“as head of the Cras Flcanor” 
, Parker as the alcoholic wife of 


jas a relentless digger of news 
on. the White House beat. 
All these roles commanded at- 


+ tention, but really getting to know 


the characters was difticulé, They 
were there more as a device to 
manipulate suspeuse rather than 
to reyeal themselves. : 
i 
lflameinod Secrative | 
During the first three hours 
of “Vanished,” Richard Widmark 
did not seenr to be the most effec- 
tive President the country could 


bel’s novel and Dean Reisner’s. 
sereenplay, he had to refrain: 
over and over again—from mak- 
ing any comment about the dis- 
appoarance. of ‘his top. adviser: 
Fiven when the press secretary 
‘almost ripped asunder by the 
‘Washington press coups, pleaded 
for confidential information, the 
President declined to give it, say- 
ing merely it would all come, out ; 


Young Syiten 


In sieht a huge cast, which also 


to the President and the suspicion included Robert Hooks, Murray 


that he defected tyy 
munists; Washington AppOWE sf 


the adviser and William Shatner. 


have. By the very nature of Kne-’ 
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lny interest, however, was. the 
switch jn roles of Robert Young 
from. sige Mareus Welby to 


a pure opportunts stie «senator 


’ serving: pare hiinsell, 


Give eredit- to Buzz Kulik for 
the monstrous job he had: in di- 
recling the movic. A major Taw 
is that “Vanished” was much too 
- long, ‘he relatively small TV 
serecn does 
panoramic theater. | : 


not cry out for, 
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Hagman in starring roles, there 


3 hoe ov 


